BURMA
ideas of individual liberty in the remote jungle
lands of Burma, and it may be hoped that what has
been done will not be without its influence on the
slave-owning peoples across the borders of China
and Tibet. I have already pointed out that the
Kachins of the Triangle had appealed to the Governor
against the liberation of their slaves, and that Sir
Harcourt Butler adhered to the decision that every
slave must be set free. The redemption price of
the first-class slaves in the Triangle was fixed at
Rs.2Oo or 5 buffalo. The concluding stage of
this notable administrative effort to bring about
a complete abolition of slavery in Burma was, as
already stated, unhappily marked by the murder
of a gallant British official. This is what occurred.
During the early part of 1927 the various slave-
releasing parties had been spread over the Triangle,
leaving the party under Mr. Porter to deal with the
south end of the Burma Triangle occupied by the
Lahpais. It is believed that the death of Captain
West was largely due to the treachery of a chief
named Nawhkum duwa, who, it is asserted, delibe-
rately led the British party into an ambuscade on
the 26th of March, I927.1 The escort at the time
was under the command of one of the military
police, Captain E. M. West, who, with two native
police, was immediately killed, and three others
wounded. This calamity was not allowed to deter
the slave-releasing parties from carrying out their
1 The Englishman, December 32, 1937.